
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sport without borders 
Five-a-side football match Bocconi Sport Team vs. IIM Sirmaur (MBA SDA) 
 
 
Commentary by Roberto Matteucci, President of Bocconi Sport Team Football Club 
 
Sometimes all you need is a little intuition to create an event that is outside the box and to give life to a fun 
occasion that mixes academic activities and the universal language of sport, in particular the passion for 
football.  
So, when Professor Annushkina, a SDA Bocconi lecturer contacted the Bocconi Sport Team Football Club to 
organize a match between the IIM Sirmaur Indian students, that are staying in Milan for an intensive MBA 
course, it only took a brief exchange of emails to set the date and place for the event. 
To make the organization process simpler, it was decided that the event would be a friendly match of five-a-
side football, thought to be a fun way to welcome the Indian students to Milan and also chosen because of 
the availability of the UniFit Palestra Bocconi in Via Bocconi 12 pitch and because it requires less physical 
strain than its “older brother” 11-a-side football. 
So, on Wednesday 20 June at 9:30 p.m., the match started, with the Bocconi Sport Team players in their 
usual orange uniform and the guests in a great red and black outfit. 
To make the match more interesting and also because of the great strain of exam season many Bocconi 
students weren’t able to make it, so the home team built a formation made-up of more expert players such as 
team captain Lumi and Corti in defense position, new players such as the energetic Barberio, the confident 
goalkeeper Acquas, Alumni players as well as the young ,polyvalent, Bocconi Sport Team athlete, Pietro, 
who alternates between football and athletics. 
Even though the guest team had a fresher physical performance, they had to defend themselves, from the first 
few minutes of the match, from the better technique the home team displayed and probably from better 
knowledge of the small football field. 
After a first goal scored by Lumi, the Bocconi team carried on gaining an advantage, even though the match 
was very pleasurable , with lots of good techniques displayed by both teams and many goal occasions for 
players from both sides. 
The goalkeeper Acquas diplayed his valour as he has done during the entirety of this season, in the C2 series 
Championship and also during the Bocconi Soccer Cup, that was played on the same field, whilst Barberio 
managed to score many goals by taking advantage of the holes left by the Indian defense.  
The large audience, made-up entirely from the guest team’s supporters, had a lot of fun for all three of the 
twenty minute periods and applauded some of the great performances that their course colleagues displayed, 
managing to break through Acquas’s defense for three times. 
The final score was for sure the least important detail compared to a wonderful evening enjoyed by all 
participants, that was made even more pleasurable by the great weather conditions and will have left a great 
memory for the MBA students, as well as serving as a memorable conclusion to the Bocconi Sport Team 
official season. 
 
 
 
 


