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Franco Amatori is senior professor of Economic History at Bocconi University. 

He joined the faculty at Bocconi in 1985 teaching both undergraduate as well as graduate 
courses in business history. In 1992 he was appointed associate professor; in 2000 he became full
professor. Upon his retirement at the end of 2019 he was appointed to his current position.

Amatori graduated with a degree (cum laude) in political science from the University of Florence.
In the period 1978-1979 he was a visiting fellow in the Individual Studies Program at Harvard 
Business School. While at Harvard he pursued his studies in business history under the guidance 
of Alfred D. Chandler and economic history with David Landes.

Prior to joining Bocconi, he was a researcher at IFAP, the management school for IRI executives, a
lecturer in contemporary economic history at the University of Urbino and then a researcher of 
economic history at the University of Ancona.

In 1983 he was one of the founders of ASSI, the Italian association of business historians where 
he served as a member of the executive committee until 1993 when he was asked to take over 
the role of president. He served multiple terms as president of ASSI (1993-2001 and then 2016-
2018).

From 2000-2001, Amatori served as president of EBHA, the European Business History 
Association. He has also sat on the editorial boards of the journals Business History, Business 
History Review, and Enterprise & Society. 

In the 2009-2015 period he was a member of the Executive Committee of the International 
Economic History Association.

He is president of Istituto Storia Marche since 2017.

For almost two decades Amatori, together with Louis Galambos of Johns Hopkins University, 
organized a series of International Colloquiums that resulted in the book series, Comparative 
Perspectives in Business History, published by Cambridge University Press.

In 2004 he was named an Honorary Foreign Member of the American Historical Association. In 
2019 he received the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Business History Conference.

A selection of Books and edited Volumes
Proprietà e direzione: La Rinascente 1917-1969, Franco Angeli, 1989
Impresa e mercato: Lancia 1906-1969, il Mulino, 1996
Big Business and the Wealth of Nations (ed., with A.D. Chandler, Jr., and T. Hikino), Cambridge 
University Press, 1997
Impresa e Industria in Italia dall’Unità a oggi (with A. Colli), Marsilio, 1999
Business History around the World (ed., with G. Jones), Cambridge University Press, 2003



La storia d’impresa come professione, Marsilio, 2008
Business History: Complexities and Comparisons (with A. Colli), Routledge, 2011
Storia d’impresa. Complessità e comparazioni (with A. Colli), Bruno Mondadori, 2011
Storia dell’IRI: Il “miracolo” economico e il ruolo dell’IRI (ed.), Laterza, 2012
Forme brevi, Egea, 2014
L'approdo mancato. Economia, società e politica in Italia dopo il miracolo economico (ed.) 
Feltrinelli, 2017
Il mondo globale (ed., with A. Colli), Giappichelli, 2017
The Global Economy. A Concise History (with A. Colli), Giappichelli, 2019
L’impresa italiana. Le storie; Il contesto (ed., with M. D’Alberti), Istituto dell’Enciclopedia Italiana 
Treccani, 2020
Libera impresa in ottimo stato, Affinità elettive, 2021

A selection of Book Chapters and Articles
Entrepreneurial typologies in the history of industrial Italy 1880-1960: A review article, in “Business 
History Review”, n. 3, Autumn 1980
Italy: The tormented rise of organizational capabilities between government and families, in A.D. 
Chandler Jr., F. Amatori, T. Hikino (eds.), Big Business and the Wealth of Nations, Cambridge 
University Press, 1997
Globalization in historical perspective: Remarks from a stubborn Chandlerian, in “Business History
Review,” Fall 1997
Le grandi imprese private: famiglie e coalizioni (with F. Brioschi), in F. Barca (ed.), Storia del 
capitalismo italiano dal dopoguerra a oggi, Donzelli,1997
Beyond state and market: Italy’s futile search for a third way, in P.A. Toninelli (ed.), The Rise and 
Fall of State Owned Enterprise in the Western World, Cambridge University Press, 2000
Entrepreneurship, in “Imprese e Storia”, vol. 34, 2006
Alfred Chandler: A memorial, in “Imprese e storia”, n. 35, 2007
Strategies and structures of European enterprise (with A. Colli), in “Revue économique”, vol. 58, 
2007
Biographical profiles of Italian entrepreneurs (Umberto Brustio, 1988; Romualdo Borletti, 1988; 
Guido Donegani, 1992; Carlo Faina, 1994; Giovanni Battista Pininfarina, 1994; Enzo Ferrari, 1996; 
Raul Gardini, 1999; Vincenzo Lancia, 2004; Leopoldo Pirelli, 2015; Oscar Sinigaglia, 2018; Vittorio 
Valletta, 2020), in Dizionario Biografico degli Italiani, Istituto dell’Enciclopedia Italiana Treccani
European corporations: Ownership, governance and structures. A review of five countries: United 
Kingdom, Germany, France, Italy and Spain (with A. Colli), in Harm G. Schroeter (ed.), The 
European Enterprise. Historical Investigations into a Future Species, Springer, 2008
Big and small business in the history of industrial Italy, in “Rivista di Storia economica”, 2008
Business history as history, in “Business History”, vol. 51, n. 2, March 2009
Entrepreneurial typologies in the history of industrial Italy: A reconsideration, in “Business History 
Review”, n. 1, Spring 2011
Technology, Firm Size, and Entrepreneurship (with M. Bugamelli and A. Colli), in G. Toniolo, ed., 
The Oxford Handbook of the Italian Economy since Unification, Oxford University Press, 2013



The burden of the family company: Leopoldo Pirelli and his times, in “Business History”, n. 58, 
2016.
Alla ricerca dell’imprenditore. Personaggi, episodi, questioni, in L. Paolazzi, F. Traù, M. Sylos Labini
(eds.), Gli imprenditori, Marsilio, 2016
The entrepreneurial multiplier effect (with L. Galambos), in “Enterprise and Society”, 2016.
IRI: financial intermediary or entrepreneurial state?, in “Financial History Review”, vol. 27, 2020


