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Public competition for the admission to PhD programs of Bocconi University

THE RECTOR

in compliance with the law and the rules and regulations of the University1

DECREES as follows:

Article 1: PhD PROGRAMS

Bocconi University hereby announces the Public Call for Applications to the 43rd cycle 
(academic year 2027/2028) of the following PhD programs: 

1. Business Administration and Management (BA&M)
2. Economics and Finance (EC-FIN)
3. Legal Studies (LS)
4. Social and Political Science (SPS)
5. Computing Sciences and Artificial Intelligence (CS-AI)
6. Mathematics and Applications (MATH)
7. Statistics and Machine Learning (STAT-ML)

The activation of the PhD programs is subject to the completion of the Ministerial 
accreditation process. 

For programs organized in curricula, applicants must select the curriculum they opt for 
during the online application. 

A curriculum will be activated only if at least three students are enrolled. 

1 - Ministerial Decree 14th December, 2021, n. 226 and Ministerial Guidelines 22nd 

-      Law 30th December 2010 n. 240 art. 19.
- - 9/2026

- -
-28.



Article 2: PLACES AVAILABLE

The enrollment of the qualified candidates (as per art. 10 and 11) can take place under one of 
the following conditions:

1) with fellowship
2) with payment of tuition fees
3) with tuition waiver

The number of places available for each PhD program is described in the Annex 1 of the 
present Call. The number of places available may be subject to change, with subsequent 
provisions, should Bocconi benefit from additional funding after the publication of this Call. 
However, the application deadline will remain unchanged.

In addition to the places available described in Annex 1, applicants holding ad personam
financing may be admitted provided they meet the following requirements:

- The total amount of the financing from the donor must be equal to or greater than the 
PhD program’s tuition fees (as per art. 3);

- The candidate must reach the minimum threshold to be admitted to the PhD program. 

In this case, the candidate receives the financial support directly from the external donor. 
The recipient must pay tuition fees and replacement is not possible. Candidates with ad 
personam financing will be ranked separately.
Admission is possible within the limits established by current ministerial regulations, under 
which the number of students admitted without a fellowship may not exceed one-third of 
those admitted with a fellowship.

Candidates can notify their ad personam financing (if any) during the online application or, 
alternatively, by e-mailing phdschooloffice@unibocconi.it. In any case, the candidate must 
notify the University no later than the final deadline for the publication of the results (15th

March 2027). The relevant section in the online application should only be completed if the 
applicant is certain to benefit from the ad personam financing before the application deadline.

Financial support by external donors is not included in the assessment criteria, therefore it 
does not contribute to increasing the score in the ranking for admission results. 

Article 3: FINANCIAL CONDITIONS



Fellowships are awarded to the best ranked students, up to the number of available 
fellowships. The funding is provided either by Bocconi University or the Tech Europe 
Foundation2 of the present Call.

The fellowship amounts to € 27,000/year for the official duration of the program (4 years 
for BA&M, EC-FIN, CS-AI, MATH, SPS and STAT-ML; 3 years for LS only). PhD students 
with fellowship are exempted from the payment of tuition fees.

Fellowships are renewed in the following years if the requirements to be admitted to the 
following year are met.

The amount of the fellowship is gross and subject to INPS contributions (INPS = National 
Social Security Institute).

Part of contributions are covered by the University (currently 23.35%) and part by the PhD 
student (currently 11.68%) and is directly deducted from each monthly gross installment of 
the fellowship and transferred to INPS.

Moreover, PhD students with fellowship can be granted a fellowship extension decided by 
the PhD Faculty Board for scientific reasons3 to cover their “PhD candidate” period, subject 
to the following conditions:

for BA&M, SPS, EC-FIN PhD candidates: twelve-month extension of the fellowship 
= €27,000 (gross).

for STAT-ML, CS-AI and LS PhD candidates: six-month extension of the = €13,500 
(gross). 

for MATH no extension of the fellowship can be granted.

The fellowship extension is automatically interrupted when PhD students successfully 
defend their thesis.

ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR ALL PHD STUDENTS (with and without 
fellowship):

2 -

3



International mobility allowance corresponding to 50% of the fellowship4 for study 
and research activities abroad of at least one-month, full months only and authorized 
by the PhD Program Director;
Annual budget of 1,650 € per year for study and research activities. The use of the 
budget is always subject to the PhD Program Director approval. Upon enrollment, 
first-year students are required to decide whether to use their first-year budget to 
receive a laptop (no return at PhD conferral), or to allocate the funds toward goods and 
services that support academic study and research activities in Italy and abroad. The 
budget of the following years is meant to allow the purchase of services and goods to 
support study and research activities.
Budget for placement (i.e. travel expenses to relevant events and workshops). The 
PhD School offers training and procedural support to be successfully placed on the 
job market (Academia). PhD students are given the opportunity to attend conferences 
to present their papers, meet scholars of other universities and participate in job 
markets events. 
Health Insurance Policy provided by Bocconi which includes accidents occurring in 
work-related activities at Bocconi and while travelling (the travel must be previously 
authorized by the Program Director).

Furthermore, PhD students can supplement their income with part-time remunerated work 
for the university; in particular:

- research assistantship from the second year (as an exception, during the first year, 
subject to Dean’s approval);

- teaching assistantship /teaching from the second year.

These activities must be authorized in advance by the PhD Director, as students are primarily 
committed to their PhD research and activities. 

TUITION FEES:

PhD students admitted with tuition fees are required to pay the applicable fees according to 
the following schedule:

4 Amount calculated on the ministerial amount of the fellowship (€ 16,243) in proportion to the duration of the stay 
abroad and for a maximum total period of 12 months (except for exceptional cases provided for by law).



PhD program Year(s) Annual 
tuition fee

1st 
instalment

2nd 
instalment

3rd 
instalment

4-year PhD 
programs

1st year €15,000 €3,000 upon 
enrollment

€6,000 by 31 
December

€6,000 by 31 
March

2nd year €15,000 €3,000 by 30 
November

€6,000 by 31 
December

€6,000 by 31 
March

3rd and 
4th years

€5,000 
per year

€1,000 by 30 
November

€2,000 by 31 
December

€2,000 by 31 
March

3-year PhD 
program (LS 
only)

1st year €15,000 €3,000 upon 
enrollment

€6,000 by 31 
December

€6,000 by 31 
March

2nd and 
3rd years

€5,000 
per year

€1,000 by 30 
November

€2,000 by 31 
December

€2,000 by 31 
March

Bocconi University will not refund the tuition fees paid by students who enrolled and then 
withdrew; tuition fees will be refunded only to enrolled students who replace a withdrawn 
student who had been awarded a fellowship or a tuition waiver. 

All PhD students (with fellowship, with tuition waiver and with tuition fees) are required to 
pay the current annual regional tax of € 190, whose amount may be modified by law later. 

PhD Students interested in ISU Bocconi Scholarship 2027-2028, who meet the economic and 
merit requirements, can find information about application, timeline, eligibility criteria and 
grounds for exclusion on the website http://www.unibocconi.eu/isu

Article 4: REQUIREMENTS

Applications can be submitted by candidates of any citizenship who:
- have completed or are completing their graduate studies and
- have at least a “proven” B2 (CEFR) level of competence in English.

Graduate qualifications accepted:
- Italian degrees: second level degrees (“laurea magistrale/specialistica, laurea 

magistrale a ciclo unico, laurea vecchio Ordinamento”);

- non-Italian degrees of equivalent level (eg. level 7 European Qualification 
Framework) recognised by the Admission Board.



The suitability of foreign qualifications is verified by the Admission Board in conformity with 
the applicable Italian and foreign rules, or in conformity with international treaties or 
agreements on the validity of qualifications for post-graduate education.
Candidates whose Italian or non-Italian degree qualifications have not yet been awarded by 
the final application deadline can take part in the selection process and will be admitted 
conditionally. 
They must be awarded the required degree qualifications by 31st October 2027, or their 
enrollment will be void. Certifications of required qualifications must be produced by 10th

December 2027. 

Article 5: SELECTION CRITERIA

Admission to the PhD program is decided by the Admission Board, who will evaluate the 
suitability of the applicants for the program.
The selection process can take place under one of the following processes, depending on the 
PhD program to which candidates are applying:

One step evaluation: Assessment is based on the candidate’s dossier only. The 
Admission Board may decide to conduct a brief online interview or request video-
recorded interview through the admission portal to get clarification about the 
students’ qualifications. No additional points are given to the possible interview. Valid 
for BA&M, CS-AI, EC-FIN, MATH, STAT-ML
Two step evaluation: Assessment is based on the candidate’s dossier (first step) and 
then an interview to assess their aptitude for research in the program’s subjects 
(second step). Valid for LS and SPS

The process of evaluation and the selection criteria for each PhD program are described
in detail in Annex 1 of the present Call.

Article 6: SELECTION DEADLINES  

Application opening date 3rd November 2026
Application closing date 18th January 2027 (8th February 

2027 CS-AI and STAT-ML only)
PhD admission results No later than 15th March 2027



(personal email about admission 
result) 

Article 7: APPLICATION

Applications must be submitted exclusively using the online application procedure available 
at https://apply.unibocconi.it

In order to close the application and be evaluated, all the mandatory documents must be 
uploaded. 
Applicants are responsible for the accuracy of the information they provide and the validity 
of the documents they upload. The University reserves the right to verify such information 
and documentation and to exclude the students at any time, even after the completion of the 
enrollment procedure. 

Detailed instructions can be found online at Admissions > Submitting your application

Applicants may apply for more than one PhD program using the same ID and password; 
however, if they apply for more than one program, separate online application must be 
submitted.

Article 8: REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION FOR APPLICATION

All documents must be in English, except for those regarding the academic records (which 
can be in Italian) and publications, which can be in any language.
All documents must be submitted by the application deadline. Documents received after 
the deadline will not be accepted.

The table below provides a general overview of the documents that might be required during 
application. For each document, the characteristics that the uploaded file must have are 
described.

The detailed list of documents to be uploaded for the evaluation of admission to each PhD 
program, including information about which document is mandatory and which not, is 
provided in the Annex 1.



REQUIRED INFORMATION DOCUMENTS TO BE UPLOADED

Personal information and Contacts - copy of international passport (preferred)
- identity document in English or in Italian 
(second choice);
- passport photo (JPG format);
- contact details (email, address, etc.)

CV full CV (education, work experience, language 
skills, study/work abroad, other relevant skills 
and experiences).

Language requirements
A B2 (CEFR) competence level of English or 
above is required to be admitted to all PhD 
programs 

Proof of competence:
- Recognized international English language 

certification /test; in case of international test 
(TOEFL, IELTS) the result must be still valid 
(not expired);

- University or secondary school studies in 
English;

- internal English exam in a Bocconi degree 
program;

- English native speaker.

Documentary evidence:
- in case of international language 

certification/test: foreign language 
certificate; the list of recognizable 
certifications /tests is available in the online 
application procedure and on the website -
section “preparing to apply” 

- in case of secondary school studies in 
English: high school certificate; 

- in case of University studies or internal 
English exam in a Bocconi degree program: 
no upload is required (info is available in the 
section “Education”);

- in case of English native speaker: no upload is 
required.

Education
Only applicants with Italian graduate degrees or 
non-Italian degrees of equivalent level (7 EQF), 
recognised by the PhD Admission Board, can be 
admitted to the PhD programs.
Applicants who have not achieved their degree 
yet are allowed to apply, but they must obtain 
the degree by 31st October 2027, otherwise their 
enrollment will be void.

To be specified:

Documents in English or Italian 

Undergraduate studies - Bachelor‘s degree (6 
EQF):
Transcript of exams and certification of degree 
awarded and final grade. (see “*” note below 
the table)
Graduate studies - MSc/MA/Single Cycle/other 
(7 EQF):
Transcript of exams. If the applicant has 
already been awarded a degree, the 
certification of the degree awarded with final 



Level of education (undergraduate, graduate, 
postgraduate studies)
University/Institution/School official name, 
Program name degree, awarded degree, 

grade is also required: (see “*” note below the 
table)

International graduate admission tests score 
(GMAT/GRE) - This document is NOT mandatory 
but contributes to increasing the score in the final 
ranking.

A valid (not expired) result is necessary. Both 
test-center and online formats are accepted.

Please note that GRE Test Taker Score Reports 
are only available 15 days after the test date. 
We urge applicants to take the test well in 
advance, as the results must be submitted with 
the application by the closing date on 18 January 
2027 (8 February 2027 STAT-ML and CS-AI only)

GMAT: official score report or unofficial 
report
Upload evidence of the GMAT score to the online 
application portal (e.g screenshot).
Applicants who have recently taken or are about 
to take the test are invited to designate Bocconi 
University as the official score recipient 
through the mba.com account. In this case, you 
must provide your appointment ID.

GRE: Test Taker Score Report
Upload evidence of the GRE score to the online 
application portal
Applicants who take the test are required to 
designate Bocconi University as the official 
recipient of their GRE scores by using the GRE 
ID Code: 1517, so that the PhD School Office can 
receive the official score report directly from 
ETS.

Statement of purpose Short description (max 1200 words) of 
motivation for enrollment in Bocconi PhD 
programs, research interests and professional 
goals

Research proposal (LS only) Detailed description of research proposal (max 
1200 words, references excluded) coherent 
with one of the curricular disciplinary fields

References (up to three reference letters) -
These documents are NOT mandatory but contributes 
to increasing the score in the final ranking.

Names and email addresses of referees (up to 
three) chosen by the applicant.
Applicants are advised to enter and save 
referees’ names and e-mail addresses well 
before the deadline, so the referees will have 
time to write and upload their letters

Referees will be automatically asked to upload 
their reference letters by the application closing 
date, 18th January 2027 (8th February 2027
STAT-ML and CS-AI only)

Applicants can access the online procedure to 
see whether the reference letters have been 
uploaded. Applicants will receive a 
confirmation email for every reference letter 
submitted by the referee.



Other relevant documents (e.g. thesis’ 
abstract, publications, certifications in 
languages other than English, etc.) (LS only)

-thesis’ abstract (only if the study plan of the 7 
EQF degree program includes a thesis). 
Maximum length: one page;
-publications; 
-certifications in languages other than English;
-other programs attended;
-other relevant documents

A maximum of five documents can be uploaded

Ad personam financing (if any). See art. 2 for 
detailed requirements.

self-declaration of financial support by external 
donor, if any

Document attesting ad personam financial 
support by external donor

(Notes):

(*) Candidates must upload certification of their degrees specifying: the name of the 
degree, home University, date of graduation, final grade (if available), exams taken and 
grades achieved.
Candidates who do not have completed their graduate studies must upload documents 
certifying their enrollment in a degree program, their full study plan, exams taken and 
grades achieved. 
Self-certification is allowed only for Italian and foreign candidates holding Italian 
degrees.
Documents sent by post or email are not accepted.

Article 9: RESULTS

The Rector validates the competition records and approves the ranking lists. 

Candidates with the highest rankings are admitted, provided they meet the admission 
requirements for access to the PhD Call for Application and enrollment in a PhD program. 



Candidates are admitted to the PhD program in the ranking list order until all available 
positions for the given PhD are filled and, in any case, no later than 2nd July 2027. Candidates 
on the waiting list may be offered a place if higher-ranked candidates decline the offer.

Candidates admitted with the status “with tuition waiver” or “with payment of tuition fees” 
who decline the place offered remain eligible to be offered a place should a position “with 
fellowship” subsequently become available.

If a candidate is admitted to more than one program, they must choose only one PhD program 
to enroll in.

By 15th March 2027 each candidate will receive an email at the address provided during 
the online application, informing them about the outcome of their application.

The ranking of the Call for Application is published in compliance with data privacy laws on 
http://www.unibocconi.eu/admissionphd (privacy is guaranteed).

Article 10: ENROLLMENT DEADLINES

top ranking candidates 
“with fellowship” 

Within 15 days from notification

replacement candidates 
“with fellowship” 

Within 7 days from notification

candidates “with tuition 
waiver”

At the end of enrollment of candidates “with 
fellowship” and within 7 days from notification 
- 2nd July as a maximum

candidates “with tuition 
fees” 

At the end of enrollment of candidates “with 
fellowship” or “with tuition waiver (if any)” and 
within 2 weeks from final notification 
-  2nd July as a maximum

Please note that:

§ top ranking candidates admitted with fellowship receive via email a notification about 
admission result and deadline for enrollment. 
They must enroll within 15 days from notification.
If they do not enroll by that date, they will automatically be considered to have declined 
the offer.



Candidates admitted with fellowship who intend to decline the offer should decline as 
soon as possible to allow replacement applicants to receive their offer.

§ all the other candidates eligible for enrollment receive a notification via email about 
the admission result. In case of replacement, they are notified about their new status and 
deadline for enrollment, which must happen within 7/14 days (depending on the position) 
from notification. Once no further replacement is possible, eligible candidates will receive 
notification of their final status.

Candidates who intend to decline the offer should decline as soon as possible to allow 
replacement applicants to receive their offer.

If students enrolled with fellowship withdraw after the end of enrollments (2nd July 2027), a 
further round of replacements will take place for the benefit of students enrolled as tuition 
waiver or with payment of tuition fees, if any, and in any case no later than 1st September 
2027.

Replacement of candidates is not allowed after the beginning of the first year of the program
(1st September 2027).

Article 11: ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES 

Enrollment takes place online on the application portal. Log in using the ID and password 
provided during registration.

The following documents must be uploaded:

1) the enrollment form, duly completed and signed (the form can be downloaded from the 
online procedure);

2) only for candidates admitted with payment of tuition fees: copy of receipt of first 
installment payment (€ 3,000).

3) research budget form to choose between the purchase of the laptop and the use of funds 
for research-related travel (e.g. conferences) during the first year, upon authorization of 
the PhD Program Director.



Certification attesting awarding of the graduate degree5 is required in order to finalize 
enrollment. 
Certifications can be:
- uploaded when enrolling via online procedure 

- sent via email to PhD School Office (by 10th December 2027).

In particular:
+ Italian degrees: certification issued by the awarding Italian University or self-

certification;
+ non-Italian degrees:

EU countries and UK: certification in English issued by the awarding University;

non-EU countries: 1) certification in English issued by the awarding University; 2) 
diploma supplement or CIMEA certificate of comparability or other certification of 
value issued by ENIC_NARIC centers or “Declaration of Value ”6 issued by the Italian 
Embassy or Consulate of the country where the degree was awarded.

Article 12: ADMISSION BOARD

Applicants’ suitability for the PhD program is evaluated by the Admission Board, which is 
appointed by the Rector after consulting the Faculty Board and is composed of at least three 
members of the Faculty Board itself.
The composition of Admission Board will be published after the Call’s deadline at 
https://www.unibocconi.it/en/programs/phd/admissions

Article 13: DUTIES AND ACTIVITIES

Bocconi PhD programs require full-time commitment and attendance is compulsory. 
The selected PhD students will have to fulfil the requirements of the PhD program’s study 
plan that are published on the website (Admissions > preparing to apply > PhD programs).

5

6 – undergraduate – - graduate –
– -graduate –



TEF fellowships recipients will participate in activities organized by TEF, in addition to the 
mandatory activities of the PhD program, as mentioned in the agreement between Bocconi 
University and Tech Europe Foundation. They will also be assigned a Mentor who will 
monitor the PhD Student's scientific progress and involve them in TEF related activities.

Moreover:
- during the first year of the PhD program, simultaneous enrollment in another program 

is not allowed as this would hinder active and regular participation in PhD academic 
activities;

- in the following years, enrollment in another study program (while still doing the PhD at 
Bocconi), is allowed only after notification to the Program Director and authorization of 
the PhD Faculty Board (if deemed not compatible, the student will be asked to choose 
for one of the two programs).

Students can be authorized by the Faculty Board (or the Program Director on its behalf) to 
temporarily study and do research in Italy and abroad in private and public bodies and 
institutions.

Article 14: FURTHER INFORMATION ON PhD PROGRAMS 

More detailed information about:
- PhD program attendance and evaluation;
- thesis writing and submission;
- final examination

can be found in the Bocconi PhD Programs Handbook at https://www.unibocconi.eu/phds.

Article 15: PRIVACY AND USE OF ARTIFICAL INTELLIGENCE

The data will be processed under General Data Protection Regulation n. 679/2016. 
Privacy Policy can be found online at http://www.unibocconi.eu/privacy (please read “Students, 
participants, Alumni and Donor Privacy Policy”).

Privacy Policy for Tech Europe Foundation fellowship recipients can be found in the online
application, Tech Europe Foundation acceptance section.

Bocconi University uses Artificial Intelligence (AI) instruments with an informed, ethical, and 
responsible approach. The use of AI is also governed by the principles of integrity, 
accountability, transparency, respect, fairness, and responsibility.



Within the admissions process, AI systems may be used exclusively as supporting analytical 
tools for the performance of administrative checks. Under no circumstances will such 
systems be used to autonomously assess, rank, score, shortlist, admit, or reject applicants.

Article 16: RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PROCEDURE 

Pilar Emma, Director of Academic Planning and Monitoring, (e-mail: 
phdadmission@unibocconi.it) is responsible for the procedure of the Call.

Milano, 3rd November 2026

The Rector
Prof. Francesco C. Billari



Annex 1

PhD program in Business Administration and Management (BA&M)

Research 
interests and 
Faculty

The PhD program in Business Administration and Management at 
Bocconi University is a 4-year program in English that offers training in a 
variety of disciplines related to management studies and emphasizes the 
skills necessary to integrate different approaches and develop coherent and 
cutting-edge research.  The program provides a collaborative, supportive 
and intellectually stimulating research environment for discovery and 
dissemination of scientific knowledge applicable to the business 
community. Students will develop the theoretical and methodological skills 
required to participate and publish at the highest standards of the 
international scientific community.

First-year students acquire a broad set of theoretical and methodological 
skills relevant to various fields in management studies through a series of 
common compulsory courses. They also attend courses specific to their 
curriculum and begin developing their own research. In the second and 
third year, students will attend a series of elective courses. Starting from the 
second year, students will more intensively research and progress their 
dissertations. 

Faculty members are leading scholars in their fields. They contribute to the 
international debate by publishing in and serving the editorial board of 
research journals, such as: Academy of Management Journal, Strategic 
Management Journal, Organization Science, Management Science, 
Academy of Management Review, Journal of Marketing, Journal of 
Marketing Research, Journal of Consumer Research, Marketing Science, 
and many others. Visiting professors from top international schools 
complement the permanent Faculty. 

For more information about the program, please visit the website: PhD in 
Business Administration and Management

Opening date 3 November 2026
Closing date 18 January 2027
Enrollment 
date

Refer to Art. 10 “Enrollment deadlines” of the present Call for details



Available 
places WITH 
FELLOWSHIP

9 Bocconi fellowships 
1 TEF fellowship*- Management curriculum only

* Applicants are required to have a strong background in economics, 
statistics, engineering, or other STEM degrees. Applications from candidates 
with experience in software development, including back-end 
programming and database management, machine learning, AI, and 
decision science are encouraged.  Selected candidates will conduct research 
on entrepreneurship, innovation, entrepreneurial finance, startups, firm 
strategy, and related areas.

TEF application:During the online application, candidates must select “PhD 
Business Administration and Management – curriculum Management 
(TEF)” to apply for this fellowship. Candidates may apply for both 
Management and Management TEF by submitting two separate 
applications. If they do so, they can be eligible for admission to both.

Available 
places WITH 
PAYMENT OF 
TUITION 
FEES

2

Fellowship € 27,000 per year for four years
Students can benefit from an extension with fellowship up to one 

year (see art.3)
Starting date 1 September 2027
Duration 4-year, full-time program
Curricula Management

Marketing

Applicants can apply for only one curriculum, with exception of 
Management and Management TEF. No change of curriculum is allowed 
after admission to the PhD program.

Selection 
Criteria (see 
art. 5)

The assessment is based on a candidate’s:

Curriculum Vitae (mandatory);
Academic Records (mandatory);
International Graduate Admission Tests Scores (GMAT or 
GRE, not mandatory);
Statement Of Purpose (mandatory);



Up to three reference letters (optional).

The assessment criteria are as follows:
a maximum of 50 points for the applicant’s curriculum vitae 
and academic records;
a maximum of 15 points for GMAT/GRE score;
a maximum of 35 points for the statement of purpose and 
reference letters.

The Admission Board may decide to conduct a brief online interview 
or request video-recorded interview through the admission 
portal to get clarification about the student’s qualifications. No 
additional points are given to the interview.

A minimum total score of 60 points is required to be eligible for 
admission.

Results No later than 15 March 2027
Contact and 
technical 
support

phdadmission@unibocconi.it
http://www.unibocconi.eu/admissionphd



PhD program in Economics and Finance (EC-FIN)

Research 
interests and 
Faculty

The PhD program in Economics and Finance at Bocconi University is 
a 4-year program in English that is multidisciplinary, featuring three 
curricula linked by a common core. Students can choose from a wide 
range of electives.

First year core courses develop a broad set of theoretical and empirical 
skills relevant to advanced research in the chosen curriculum. The 
second year offers advanced core courses in the field of specialization 
within the chosen curriculum, and a wide range of electives. In the 
second year, students also start working on their first research paper. 
The third and fourth years are largely dedicated to thesis research work, 
but students are expected to attend the regular research workshop 
series presented by internationally renowned speakers.

Students have opportunities to enhance their development and network 
through short visits to other leading overseas universities. International 
exchanges are promoted within the framework of the European 
Doctoral Group in Economics

Bocconi faculty publish regularly in leading international journals and 
are active members of the international academic community. The PhD 
program lays the foundations for successful international academic 
careers and places great emphasis on preparing students for the 
international academic job market. However, the research skills and 
competences developed during the program also open up career 
opportunities in central banks, governments, international 
organizations, investment banks and asset management companies. 
The tutors and career service of the PhD School are always available to 
assist candidates.

For more information about the program, please visit the 
website: PhD in Economics and Finance

Opening date 3 November 2026
Closing date 18 January 2027
Enrollment date Refer to Art. 10 “Enrollment deadlines” of the present Call for 



details
Available places 
WITH 
FELLOWSHIP

17 Bocconi fellowships

Available places 
WITH 
PAYMENT OF 
TUITION FEES

3

Fellowship € 27,000 per year for four years
Students can benefit from an extension with fellowship up to 

one year (see art.3)
Starting date 1 September 2027
Duration 4-year, full-time program
Curricula Economics

Finance
Accounting

Applicants can apply for only one curriculum. Students may request for 
a change of curriculum at the end of the first year and before enrolling in 
the second year, provided they have met the requirements needed to 
enrol in the second year.

Selection 
Criteria (see art. 
5)

The assessment is based on a candidate’s:

Curriculum Vitae (mandatory);
Academic Records (mandatory);
International Graduate Admission Tests Scores (GMAT 
or GRE, not mandatory);
Statement of purpose (mandatory);
Up to three reference letters (not mandatory butstrongly 
encouraged).

The assessment criteria are as follows:

a maximum of 50 points for the applicant’s curriculum 
vitae and academic records;
a maximum of 10 points for GMAT/GRE score;
a maximum of 40 points for statement of purpose and 
reference letters.



The Admission Board may decide to conduct a brief online 
interview or request video-recorded interview through the 
admission portal to get clarification about the student’s 
qualifications.  No additional points are given to the interview.

A minimum total score of 60 points is required to be eligible 
for admission.

Results No later than 15 March 2027
Contact and 
technical 
support

phdadmission@unibocconi.it
http://www.unibocconi.eu/admissionphd



PhD program in Legal Studies (LS)

Research 
interests and 
Faculty

The PhD program in Legal Studies at Bocconi University is a 3-year 
program in English, which is organized through courses, specialized 
seminars, working groups and seminar series and the writing of a 
dissertation. After a first semester in common, focused on 
methodological training, the PhD program diversifies into two curricula:
Business and Social Law and International and European Law.

Bocconi University is part of CIVICA, the European University of Social 
Sciences (civica.eu), a network of 10 European universities. Besides the 
courses offered by the Bocconi PhD in Legal Studies Program, students 
can choose from a rich portfolio of courses offered by our partners. PhD 
students are encouraged to take part in exchanges and activities 
(including targeted summer and winter schools) within the CIVICA 
network.

The curriculum in Business and Social Law (BSL) focuses on the laws 
governing corporations and their relationships with different 
constituencies, combining an interdisciplinary approach and an 
international perspective. It focuses on the following fields: Corporate 
Law and Financial Market; White-collar Crime; Labor Law; Competition 
Law (Antitrust); International Commercial Arbitration, Bankruptcy 
(Insolvency) Law; Commercial Contracts Consumer Law.
This curriculum is designed to foster an academic career, in Italy or 
abroad, but opens several career opportunities, including national and 
international organizations, regulatory agencies, and legal practice. In 
the last few years, PhDs and PhD candidates have joined law faculties in 
Italy and abroad, and regulatory authorities such as the Italian Stock 
Exchange Commission (Consob). Others have become judges or joined 
leading international law firms.

The International and European Law (IEL) curriculum seeks to foster 
world-class research on any topic within the two broad subject areas of 
international law and European law. Potential fields of interest include, 
but are not limited to, general public international law, international 
trade law, international investment law, international cultural heritage 
law, international criminal law, private international law, European 



economic law, European trade law, European internal market law, 
European external relations law, European Citizenship, European and 
comparative constitutional law, EU fundamental rights, and European 
social law. Students in this curriculum have the opportunity to co-
operate with, and be involved in the activities of, the Bocconi lab for 
European Studies (BLEST; https://blest.unibocconi.eu/) and in the 
Institute for European Policymaking (IEP, https://iep.unibocconi.eu/).
PhD graduates from this curriculum have obtained employment in 
international and Italian academia, as well as in professional practice 
activities and international organizations (including the EU, the IMF and 
the World Bank).

For more information about the program, please visit the website:   PhD 
in Legal Studies

Opening date 3 November 2026
Closing date 18 January 2027
Enrollment date Refer to Art. 10 “Enrollment deadlines” of the present Call for 

details
Available places 
WITH 
FELLOWSHIP

4 (BSL) Bocconi fellowships + 4 (IEL) Bocconi fellowships

Available places 
WITH 
PAYMENT OF 
TUITION FEES

2

Fellowship € 27,000 per year for three years
Students can benefit from an extension with fellowship up to six 

months (see art.3)
Starting date 1 September 2027
Duration 3-year, full-time program
Curricula Business and Social Law 

International and European Law

Applicants must select the curriculum they opt for when they apply 
online. Applicants can apply for only one curriculum. No change of 
curriculum is allowed after admission to the PhD program.

Applicants planning to specialize in Competition Law and International 
Commercial Arbitration must select the Business and Social Law 



Curriculum.
Selection 
Criteria (see art. 
5)

The first step assessment is based on a candidate’s:

Curriculum vitae (mandatory);
Academic records (mandatory); 
Statement of purpose (mandatory);
Research proposal (mandatory);
Up to three reference letters (not mandatory);
Other relevant documents (e.g. thesis’ abstract, publications).

The qualifications assessment criteria are as follows:

a maximum of 50 pointsfor the applicant’s curriculum vitae and 
academic records; 
a maximum of 40 points for statement of purpose, research 
proposal and reference letters;
a maximum of 10 points for other relevant elements.

The Admission Board will interview (on-line) candidates who have 
obtained at least 70 points in the qualifications’ assessment. 

The second step assessment is based on the on-line interview, whose 
maximum score is 30 points.

A candidate is eligible for admission if they obtain at least 70 points 
in the qualifications assessment and at least 20 points out of 30 in 
the interview.

Results First step: no later than 19 February 2027
Second step: no later than 15 March 2027

Contact and 
technical 
support

phdadmission@unibocconi.it
http://www.unibocconi.eu/admissionphd



PhD program in Social and Political Science (SPS)

Research 
interests and 
Faculty

The PhD in Social and Political Science at Bocconi University is a 
rigorous and innovative four-year, full-time program designed to train 
highly motivated scholars for successful careers in academia, research, 
and policy. The program offers advanced training across political 
science, sociology, demography, public management and 
administration, international relations, and political economy, 
equipping graduates with the skills and experience needed to compete 
at the highest international level.

The program is open to outstanding students with a strong aptitude and 
passion for research, the program combines solid methodological 
foundations with the flexibility to specialize in one of several fields 
through a wide range of elective courses.

In the first two years, students acquire state-of-the-art theoretical and 
methodological tools that inform their specialization. By the end of the 
second year, they produce an original research paper under the 
guidance of faculty mentors, ensuring early engagement with 
independent research. The third and fourth years are devoted to 
dissertation work, allowing students to develop ambitious projects that 
make a significant scholarly contribution.

Beyond coursework and research, students benefit from a dynamic 
intellectual environment. They engage with world-class faculty and 
visiting scholars, participate in seminars and workshops, and present 
their work in front of international audiences. The program also 
supports exchanges and research internships with leading universities 
and policy institutes worldwide, providing students with invaluable 
professional networks and experience.

Graduates of Bocconi’s PhD in Social and Political Science are 
exceptionally well prepared for the academic and research job market. 
With rigorous training, close faculty mentorship, and strong 
institutional support, they enter the next stage of their careers ready to 
contribute to cutting-edge scholarship and to address the pressing 
social and political challenges of our time.



The program faculty are world leaders in their respective research fields 
and hold key positions in both research and policy development. In 
addition to publishing in top academic journals, many faculty members 
are actively involved as editors for renowned international journals or 
work as consultants with global organizations. They have a strong track 
record of receiving prestigious research grants, including awards from 
institutions like the European Research Council and the National 
Science Foundation in the United States.

The PhD program is designed to prepare and foster careers either in 
leading academic institutions or in international think tanks; sub-, 
national, and supra-national governmental organizations; NGOs; and 
the private sector.

For more information about the program, please visit the website: PhD 
in Social and Political Science

Opening date 3rNovember 2026
Closing date 18 January 2027
Enrollment date Refer to Art. 10 “Enrollment deadlines” of the present Call for 

details
Available places 
WITH 
FELLOWSHIP

6 Bocconi fellowships

Available places 
WITH 
PAYMENT OF 
TUITION FEES

1

Fellowship € 27,000 per year for four years
Students can benefit from an extension with fellowship up to 

one year (see art.3)
Starting date 1 September 2027
Duration 4-year, full-time program
Curricula --
Selection 
Criteria (see art. 
5)

The first step assessment is based on a candidate’s:

Curriculum vitae (mandatory);
Academic records (mandatory);
International graduate admission tests scores (GMAT or GRE,



not mandatory);
Statement of purpose (mandatory);
Up to three reference letters (not mandatory but strongly 
encouraged).

The qualifications assessment criteria are as follows:

a maximum of 50 pointsfor the applicant’s curriculum vitae and 
academic records;
a maximum of 10 points for GMAT/GRE score;
a maximum of 40 points for statement of purpose and reference 
letters.

The Admission Board will interview (on-line) candidates who have 
obtained at least 70 points in the qualifications’ assessment. 

The second step assessment is based on the on-line interview, whose 
maximum score is 50 points.

A candidate will be eligible for admission if he or she has obtained at 
least 70 points in the qualifications’ assessment and at least 25
points out of 50 in the interview.

Results First step: no later than19 February 2027
Second step: no later than 15 March 2027

Contact and 
technical 
support

phdadmission@unibocconi.it
http://www.unibocconi.eu/admissionphd



PhD program in Computing Sciences and Artificial Intelligence 
(CS-AI)
Research 
interests and 
Faculty

The PhD program in Computing Sciences and Artificial Intelligenceat 
Bocconi University is a 4-year, full-time program taught in English 
offered by the Department of Computing Sciences. It aims to train 
independent researchers with strong mathematical and computational 
foundations, equipped to advance fundamental research in computer 
science and artificial intelligence.

During the first two years of the program, PhD students must complete 
eight courses. With the Program Director’s approval, they may distribute 
the courses between the two years, provided that they complete at least 
four in the first year. The courses build theoretical and empirical 
expertise in the mathematical and computational foundations of 
computer science and artificial intelligence, enabling students to begin 
their research as early as possible. The third and fourth years are 
dedicated to original research and dissertation writing.

Research areas include theoretical computer science, algorithms and 
computational complexity, cryptography, optimization, and the 
foundations and applications of machine learning. Further areas of 
activity cover natural language processing, computer vision, 
computational neuroscience, computational biology and 
bioinformatics, and the physics of complex systems. This breadth 
connects fundamental questions about computation and learning with 
problems arising in the life sciences and physical sciences.

The Department brings together an international faculty with expertise 
spanning computer science, mathematics and physics, including 
numerous recipients of ERC grants. Its research environment 
encourages collaboration across disciplinary boundaries, supported by 
seminars, reading groups and scientific exchange.

The program is designed for highly motivated students seeking 
research careers in universities, research institutes and industry. 
Applications are encouraged from candidates with a strong quantitative 
background and graduate training in Computer Science, Mathematics, 
Physics, Engineering, Statistics, Data Science or related fields.



For more information about the program, please visit the website:
PhD in Computing Sciences and Artificial Intelligence

Opening date 3 November 2026
Closing date 8 February 2027
Enrollment date Refer to Art. 10 “Enrollment deadlines” of the present Call for 

details
Available places 
WITH 
FELLOWSHIP 
funded by Tech 
Europe 
Foundation 
(TEF)

6 TEF fellowships

Available places 
WITH PROJECT 
-BASED 
FELLOWSHIP 
funded by Tech 
Europe 
Foundation 
(TEF)

2

The admitted candidates will undertake doctoral research on a 
clearly defined project. Please find below a detailed description 
of the project.

Available places 
WITH TUITION 
WAIVER

1

Available places 
WITH 
PAYMENT OF 
TUITION FEES

1

Fellowship € 27,000 per year for four years
Students can benefit from an extension with fellowship up to six 

months (see art.3)
Starting date 1 September 2027
Duration 4-year, full-time program
Curricula --
Selection 
Criteria (see art. 
5)

The assessment is based on a candidate’s:

Curriculum Vitae (mandatory);
Academic Records (mandatory);



Statement of purpose (mandatory);
Up to three reference letters (not mandatory).

The assessment criteria are as follows:

a maximum of 60 points for the applicant’s curriculum 
vitae and academic records;
a maximum of 40 points for statement of purpose and 
reference letters.

The Admission Board may decide to conduct a brief online interview or
request video-recorded interview through the admission portal to 
clarify aspects of a student’s qualifications.  No additional points are 
given to the interview.

A minimum total score of 60 points is required to be eligible 
for admission.

Results No later than 15 March 2027
Contact and 
technical 
support

phdadmission@unibocconi.it
http://www.unibocconi.eu/admissionphd

CS-AI Project-based TEF fellowship
BioCore Pathomics

Context-Aware Biological Knowledge for Scalable AI Reasoning in Pathomics-Driven Precision 
Medicine

Principal Investigator Prof. Francesca Buffa

Places available with 
project-based TEF 
fellowship

1

Project overview Computational drug response prediction offers a promising 
approach to optimize drug selection and personalize 
therapeutic strategies, potentially improving patient 
outcomes and reducing ineffective treatments. 

Many existing methods, including our own, rely on 
transcriptomic profiles derived from bulk or single-cell RNA 
sequencing to characterize cellular states and predict drug-



induced responses. However, sequencing costs and 
processing times can limit their clinical accessibility and 
delay therapeutic decisions. In contrast, pathomics could 
leverage routinely acquired H&E slides to extract clinically 
relevant information, offering a more accessible and scalable 
approach to patient stratification and therapeutic decision-
making. 

This motivates AI-based computational pathology 
approaches to infer molecular information from routinely 
available histological images, potentially enabling faster, 
more accessible, and scalable drug response prediction to 
support timely treatment decisions. 

To adress this, the project aims to develop an AI framework 
transforming routinely acquired histopathology images into 
actionable biological insights and therapeutic predictions. 

Research objectives The research objectives of Biocore Pathomics are: (i) to build 
efficient models for extracting biologically and clinically 
relevant information from hematoxylin and eosin (H&E)-
stained tissue sections and (ii) to predict the efficacy of 
individual drugs and drug combinations in inducing a desired 
biological response in a given tissue sample. 

To achieve these objectives, the project will build on BioCore, 
a broader TEF-funded research initiative on agentic biology 
that aims to develop intelligent systems capable of 
orchestrating computational models to address complex 
biological questions.

Specifically, the project will leverage an intelligent BioCore 
orchestrator to coordinate and integrate multiple knowledge-
based and simulation-driven pathomics models. By 
combining deep learning, computational pathology, and 
computational biology with established biological knowledge, 
predictive modelling, and mechanistic simulations, the 
framework will support evidence-based decision-making and 
facilitate the discovery of novel therapeutic strategies. 
Furthermore, continuous human–AI interaction will foster 



collaborative scientific reasoning, enable expert-guided 
interpretation, and support the adaptation of computational 
models to specific clinical contexts.

Profile of the 
candidate

The ideal candidate should hold a Master's degree in 
Computer Science, Artificial Intelligence, Data Sciences, or a 
related quantitative discipline, with a strong background in 
machine learning and deep learning applied to biomedical 
data.

Research experience in computational biology and computer 
vision is highly desirable, particularly in foundation models 
for pathomics data, single-cell and spatial RNA sequencing, 
and representation learning.

Proficiency in Python and deep learning frameworks such as 
PyTorch or TensorFlow is expected. 

Familiarity with single-cell foundation models, vision and 
pathomics foundational models, and GPU computing, 
together with scientific publications and interdisciplinary 
biomedical research experience, will be considered an 
advantage.

CS-AI Project-based TEF fellowship
TOLD-Agents

Thinking Out Loud with AI Agents in Everyday Life
Principal Investigator Prof. Debora Nozza

Places available with 
project-based TEF 
fellowship

1

Project overview Personal AI agents are moving from chat windows into 
everyday life. Recently launched systems such as OpenAI’s 
dots and Meta’s Muse act on users’ behalf across everyday 
tasks and can be reached by voice, so that interactions with 
AI are increasingly spoken rather than typed. This shift 



changes not only the channel but the nature of the 
interaction: speech is faster and more spontaneous, carries 
hesitations and self-corrections, and reveals information 
about the speaker, such as age, accent, and emotional state, 
that written text does not.

The project extends TOLD (Thinking Out Loud), a TEF-
funded postdoctoral project showing that voice-based 
annotation yields richer and more informative human 
feedback than written text. Where TOLD studies voice as a 
channel for collecting data, TOLD-Agents studies voice as the 
channel through which people will increasingly interact with 
AI agents. Building on TOLD’s data collection framework, the 
project will collect paired spoken and written requests in 
which the same participants express the same everyday 
intents in both modalities, enabling controlled comparisons 
of how people communicate, what models infer about them 
and how outcomes change. The research lies at the 
intersection of NLP, speech processing and responsible AI, 
with a focus on fairness and on the societal impact of 
language technologies.

Research objectives The project investigates how the shift from written to spoken 
interaction with AI agents changes communication, model 
behaviour and risks. It pursues four objectives:

– Spoken vs written interaction: characterize how 
requests to agents on everyday tasks differ in form, 
content and specificity when spoken rather than written, 
and whether voice leads people to delegate new kinds of 
tasks to agents.

– Hesitation as a signal of uncertainty: building on TOLD’s 
use of disfluencies (e.g., filled pauses, self-repairs) as 
markers of uncertainty, assess whether agents detect user 
hesitation and use it to calibrate their behaviour, for 
instance by asking for clarification before acting, or 
instead ignore it.

– Voice-based inferences and quality of service: measure 
what speech-enabled models infer, implicitly or explicitly, 
about the speaker (e.g., gender, age, accent, socio-
economic background) and whether these inferences 



affect outcomes when they should not; quantify 
performance gaps across accents, regional varieties, non-
native and older speakers, comparing cascaded (speech-
to-text) and end-to-end speech models.

– Interaction risks: study whether voice amplifies 
anthropomorphization, over-reliance and sycophancy, 
considering both the user’s voice and the agent’s own 
synthetic voice (e.g., gender, accent, emotional charge) 
and its effect on users’ trust and compliance.

Across all objectives, the project pays particular attention to 
populations for whom voice opens access to AI agents, 
such as people with low AI literacy, visually impaired and 
older users: an opportunity for inclusion, but also groups 
potentially more exposed to the risks above.

Expected results: an openly released corpus of paired 
spoken and written interactions with AI agents on everyday 
tasks; evaluation protocols for the fairness and safety of 
spoken agents across demographics; human studies on trust 
and reliance; and publications in top-tier NLP, speech, HCI 
and responsible-AI venues (e.g., ACL, EMNLP, Interspeech, 
CHI, FAccT).

Profile of the 
candidate

The ideal candidate holds (or is about to obtain) a Master’s 
degree in Computer Science, Artificial Intelligence, 
Computational Linguistics, Data Science, or a related field, 
and is motivated to pursue research at the intersection of 
NLP, speech, and responsible AI.

Required:

– Solid background in machine learning and NLP;

– Strong programming skills in Python and familiarity with 
NLP frameworks (e.g., PyTorch, Hugging Face);

– Excellent command of English, both written and spoken.

Preferred:

– Experience with speech processing or spoken-language 
data;

– Interest in bias, fairness and the societal impact of AI;

– Interest in experimental design and data collection with 



human participants (e.g., user studies, crowdsourcing);

– Prior research experience (e.g., publications or 
shared-task participation).



PhD program in Mathematics and Applications (MATH)

Research 
interests and 
Faculty

The PhD Program in Mathematics and Applications at Bocconi 
University is a four-year program taught in English. It is a strategic 
initiative that builds on the Department of Decision Sciences’ 
internationally recognized faculty, vibrant research environment, and 
Bocconi University’s mission to foster interdisciplinary innovation. The 
Department has a strong tradition in both pure and applied 
mathematics, with several faculty members holding prestigious ERC 
grants.

Curriculum and timeline.
The first year provides rigorous core training at the heart of 
Mathematical Analysis—bringing students quickly to the research 
frontier and enabling them to launch a substantive research agenda—
and is complemented by electives that may cover other areas of
mathematics or, depending on their interests, economics, finance, 
statistics, or machine learning. The second year completes this 
preparation, offering a view toward applications and providing 
advanced, research-oriented courses, also taught by visiting professors. 
The program is structured accordingly: research begins in the first year 
and develops progressively thereafter. Years three and four are devoted 
fully to research and thesis writing, with opportunities for international 
research visits and exchanges.

Interdisciplinarity
In addition to a strong core in cutting-edge Mathematical Analysis, the 
program offers distinctive opportunities for interdisciplinary 
collaboration in economics, finance, decision theory, and computer 
science, in line with Bocconi’s tradition in the social sciences.

Faculty and visiting scholars
The faculty includes internationally acknowledged researchers in 
Mathematical Analysis, Applied and Computational Mathematics, 
Decision Theory, and Mathematical Finance. The program also benefits 
from authoritative visiting professors who deliver short monographic 
courses on frontier topics.



Careers
The PhD in Mathematics and Applications is designed for highly 
motivated students aiming for first-rate research careers in academia, 
research institutes, and quantitative roles in industry and finance, as 
well as strategy consulting, operation research, optimization, and AI/ML 
labs.

Admission profile
We welcome applications from highly qualified and motivated 
candidates with an MSc degree in pure or applied Mathematics, as well 
as from candidates in Computer Science, Physics, Economics, Data 
Science, Engineering, or related areas, provided they have a solid 
background in mathematics.

Student support
The PhD School Office is available to support candidates during the 
application process and students throughout their studies.

For more information about the program, please visit the website:  PhD 
in Mathematics and Applications

Opening date 3 November 2026
Closing date 18 January 2027
Available places 
WITH 
FELLOWSHIP 
funded by Tech 
Europe 
Foundation 
(TEF)

4 TEF fellowships

Fellowship € 27,000 per year for four years
Starting date 1 September 2027
Enrollment date Refer to Art. 10 “Enrollment deadlines” of the present Call for 

details
Duration 4-year, full-time program
Curricula --
Selection 
Criteria (see art. 

The assessment is based on a candidate’s:



5) Curriculum Vitae (mandatory);
Academic Records (mandatory);
Statement of purpose (mandatory);
Up to three reference letters (not mandatory).

The assessment criteria are as follows:

a maximum of 60 points for the applicant’s curriculum 
vitae and academic records;
a maximum of 40 points for statement of purpose and 
reference letters.

The Admission Board may decide to conduct a brief online interview or
request video-recorded interview through the admission portal 
to get clarification about the student’s qualifications. No additional 
points are given to the interview.

A minimum total score of 60 points is required to be eligible for 
admission.

Results No later than 15 March 2027
Contact and 
technical 
support

phdadmission@unibocconi.it
http://www.unibocconi.eu/admissionphd



PhD program in Statistics and Machine Learning (STAT-ML)

Research 
interests and 
Faculty

The PhD in Statistics and Machine Learning at Bocconi University is a 
four-year doctoral program taught in English. It provides in-depth 
training in modern Statistics and Machine Learning, with strong 
foundations in probability and an emphasis on integrating theory, 
statistical modeling, and computation.

The program features two years of structured coursework, following the 
model of leading US PhD programs. The first year provides rigorous 
foundational training in Statistics, Probability, and Machine Learning, 
and concludes with the Summer School in Advanced Statistics and 
Probability. The second year offers specialized, research-oriented 
courses focusing on advanced topics and recent developments in the 
field. Alongside this coursework, students begin working on original 
research problems, develop their research interests, and identify an 
advisor. The third and fourth years are devoted to original research and 
the completion of the doctoral dissertation, with close faculty 
supervision.

The faculty includes internationally renowned researchers with strong 
publication records in leading academic outlets. Their expertise spans 
Bayesian statistics, machine learning, nonparametric and high-
dimensional inference, computational methods and algorithms, and 
applied probability. Students also have opportunities to interact with 
distinguished visiting professors, attend Statistics seminars and 
seminars organized by the Bocconi Institute for Data Science and 
Analytics (BIDSA), participate in international conferences, and spend 
research periods abroad.

The program's overarching objective is to train researchers capable of 
making original contributions at the highest international level. It 
prepares students for research careers in academia as well as in 
industry and public organizations. The program builds on Bocconi's 
longstanding tradition in Statistics, dating back to the University's 
foundation, and is a natural evolution of its PhD in Statistics, established 
in 2001. Graduates of the PhD in Statistics have secured positions 
worldwide at leading universities and research institutions, as well as in 



major public and private organizations.

Highly qualified and motivated candidates with backgrounds in 
Statistics, Mathematics, Data Science, Computer Science, Economics, 
Engineering, and other quantitatively oriented fields are encouraged to 
apply.

For more information about the program, please visit the website:
PhD in Statistics and Machine Learning

Opening date 3November 2026
Closing date 8 February 2027
Enrollment date Refer to Art. 10 “Enrollment deadlines” of the present Call for 

details
Available places 
WITH 
FELLOWSHIP 
funded by Tech 
Europe 
Foundation 
(TEF)

6 TEF fellowships 

Available places 
WITH TUITION 
WAIVER

1

Available places 
WITH 
PAYMENT OF 
TUITION FEES

1

Fellowship € 27,000 per year for four years 
Students can benefit from an extension with fellowship up to six 

months (see art.3)
Starting date 1 September 2027
Duration 4-year, full-time program
Curricula --
Selection 
Criteria (see art. 
5)

The assessment is based on a candidate’s:

Curriculum Vitae (mandatory);
Academic Records (mandatory);
International Graduate Admission Tests Scores (GMAT 



or GRE, optional);
Statement of purpose (mandatory);
Up to three reference letters (not mandatory).

The assessment criteria are as follows:

a maximum of 50 points for the applicant’s curriculum 
vitae and academic records;
a maximum of 10 points for GMAT/GRE score;
a maximum of 40 points for statement of purpose and 
reference letters.

The Admission Board may decide to conduct a brief online interview or 
request video-recorded interview through the admission portal to 
clarify aspects of a student’s qualifications.  No additional points are 
given to the interview.

A minimum total score of 60 points is required to be eligible 
for admission.

Results No later than 15 March 2027
Contact and 
technical 
support

phdadmission@unibocconi.it
http://www.unibocconi.eu/admissionphd


