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This course examines gender inequality from an interdisciplinary perspec�ve, combining 
insights from demography and economics to understand its determinants, dynamics, and policy 
implica�ons. The course is based on data analysis and quan�ta�ve methods.  

 

The course is organized into two main parts: 

1. Demography of Gender (Le�zia Mencarini) 
This part focuses on the demographic dimensions of gender inequality. It introduces key 
concepts and measurements of gender in popula�on studies, and explores how gender shapes 
demographic behaviors such as fer�lity, family forma�on, and life-course outcomes. It also 
examines theore�cal frameworks linking gender equality to reproduc�ve behavior, well-being, 
and social change, drawing on compara�ve and empirical research.  

2. Economics of Gender (Paola Profeta) 
This part analyzes gender gaps from an economic perspec�ve, with par�cular aten�on to 
educa�on, labor markets, poli�cal representa�on, and corporate leadership. It inves�gates the 
causes and consequences of these dispari�es and evaluates the role of public policies (such as 
quotas, labor regula�ons, and welfare measures) in promo�ng gender equality. Emerging topics, 
including the interac�on between gender inequality and technological change, are also 
discussed.  

Overall, the course provides a comprehensive understanding of gender inequality by integra�ng 
demographic processes with economic analysis and policy evalua�on. 
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